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According to the NEW YORK TIMES (05/02/87), congressional committees investigating the Irancontra affair have detailed evidence about the Reagan administration's role in soliciting aid for the
contras from socialist countries such as Poland and China. According to administration officials,
fired NSC staff person Lt. Col. Oliver North was successful in persuading China to sell arms to
the contras. Contra leader Adolfo Calero acknowledged at a news conference earlier this year
that China had sold ammunition to the contras. However, according to one official the Chinese
had sold the contras the Soviet-made antiaircraft missile, SAM-7. The official said he believed the
deal had been made through the Chinese military and that it was possible the Chinese political
leadership was initially unaware of the sales, which were abruptly cut off in 1985. The sales came at
a time that China's policy was to forge closer ties with the Sandinistas. Nicaraguan Foreign Minister
Miguel d'Escoto was visiting Beijing when the contras used a Chinese-supplied SAM-7 for the first
time to shoot down a Sandinista helicopter, the official said. Chinese interest in aiding the contras
reportedly dates back to October 1983 when Eden Pastora went to China to try to get support for the
contras. At that time, Chinese diplomats in Mexico were trying to make contact with the contras, in
part as a means of countering the Sandinista government. The Chinese made it clear, according to
one intermediary, that the they would not help the contras unless Washington approved. Tired of
waiting for an answer from the US, they eventually withdrew the offer. The contras were also buying
arms from Poland, and North is said to have told associates he was intimately involved in arranging
that effort. An associate quoted North as saying that some Soviet-made arms that were earmarked
for the contras were stolen from warehouses in Poland by members of Solidarity.
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